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Outgoing MEDA president led an era of growth
Lack of money can’t
brake love of racing

 Successor is first woman
and first person of African
descent to lead organization
BY MIKE STRATHDEE

Mennonite Economic Development Associates

INDIANAPOLIS — As Allan
Sauder retires from Mennonite
Economic Development Associates in December after 16 years
as president, he will leave behind
an organization that reaches
much further than it did when he
joined.
MEDA set new records in donations and clients served for the
second consecutive year, Sauder
noted in his final address to the
organization’s annual convention
in Indianapolis Nov. 8-11.
In the year that ended June
30, MEDA received $8.2 million
in private donations from supporters in North America and
Europe, up 31 percent from a
year earlier.
MEDA worked through 401
partners in 62 countries, helping
almost 103 million families realize healthier, more economically
sustainable lives through its
work to create business solutions
to poverty, he said.
When Sauder became president, MEDA was reaching about
200,000 clients, with annual revenue about one-seventh of current numbers.
His successor, Dorothy Nyambi, brings a range of expertise
and life experience to MEDA.
The first woman in the role,
she is the first person of African
descent to lead the international
development charity. She comes
from a Presbyterian background.
Nyambi, a dual citizen of Canada and Cameroon, worked as a
physician for seven years before
moving into international development. She has worked with the
U.S. Peace Corps, Right to Play,
the Canadian Executive Service
Organization and the African In-
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The outgoing and incoming MEDA presidents, Allan Sauder and
Dorothy Nyambi.

MEDA worked
through 401 partners
in 62 countries,
helping almost 103
million families.
stitute for Mathematical Studies.
“MEDA has a really winning
approach” to sustainable development, Nyambi said. She hopes
MEDA will become a household
name and leader within the development industry.
Sauder expressed pleasure
about MEDA’s work in promoting gender equality and environmental sustainability. But he also
wished the organization’s sensitivity to environment and climate change issues had been
equally strong back when he
joined MEDA in 1987.
“We are probably at least 31
years late,” he said. “But that
doesn’t mean it is too late, or that
there is nothing to be done.”
Nyambi, a married mother of
three adult children, said she
welcomed the opportunity to reimagine what MEDA has done in
the past and explore what to add.
“The best work happens when
we know that what we do is not
just work but we are doing some-

thing that will improve other
people’s lives,” she said. “This is
the opportunity that drives each
of us at MEDA, and this is the opportunity that really drives me.”

Empowering women
Several African women entrepreneurs told of their partnerships with MEDA and work to
empower small-scale farmers,
many of them women.
Rose Mutuku of Smart Logistics in Kenya sources beans from
10,000 small growers. She recalled getting a call from a woman
who could finally afford a proper
roof for her house through selling produce to Mutuku.
Tanzanian Sarah William
Kessy of Halisi Products told of
her efforts to convince subsistence farmers and her company
employees to form credit circles,
so they can get loans to expand
farms, market their produce and
start other side businesses.
Getting access to loans remains a major challenge for
women, Mutuku said.
Another highlight of the weekend was MEDAx, a conference
track for people under 40. The
gathering of 100 young adults included a panel discussion and a
$5,000 pitch competition where
four groups presented their business ideas.

INDIANAPOLIS
— David Richert
views his racing career as a God thing.
He has no other
explanation for
how he has spent
16 years competing Despite notching wins in German races,
David Richert spends most of his time
in a prohibitively
expensive sport.
developing partnerships to raise money
“Ultimately, racto compete.
ing is what allowed
chose to put all his money into
me to experience God,” he
said in a presentation to Men- his racing career.
His big break came in 2008
nonite Economic Developwhen Volkswagen chose him
ment Associates’ annual conas one of the top 30 young
vention.
race-car drivers in North
Raised in a Mennonite
America. Six years later, he
Brethren family on a farm in
was racing full-time in EuManitoba, he had no interest
in cars before seeing a Formu- rope.
In 2016 he headed to Monala One car race on TV. After
co, designing his own car bevisiting Indianapolis and
viewing a race from the speed- cause he couldn’t afford to pay
anyone to do it.
way’s upper deck, he decided
“More Canadians have been
he wanted to be behind the
in outer space than have comwheel.
pleted a circuit in Monaco,” he
Told that racing was an impossible goal for a farm kid, he said.
Despite notching wins in
did some research and discovGerman races, he spends most
ered most racers start out
of his time developing partwith go carts. In 2002, at age
nerships to raise money to
20, he bought a go cart and
won rookie of the year honors. compete.
Prize money in Europe is
Encouraged by that success,
minimal to nonexistent, perhe attended a racing school in
haps 100 Euros, he said. PursQuebec, then a racing test in
es are larger in North AmeriSavannah, Ga. Despite being
ca, but only a fraction of the
told by a team owner that he
costs of racing. Still, he is haphad the most talent and abilipy to pursue his dream.
ty, he quickly learned that be“I’m excited for what the fuing fast meant nothing withture holds, as long as God is at
out major financial backing,
the controls,” he said.
which he lacked. Richert

Leaders set example of forgiveness in Honduras
 Groups with Anabaptist
roots put aside tensions that
separated them for 20 years
BY RICHARD SHOWALTER
For Mennonite World Review

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras —
Leaders of the Amor Viviente
(Living Love) and Centro Cristiano Internacional churches met
Nov. 14 in an act of reconciliation
and mutual forgiveness.
They embraced in the presence of more than 200 witnesses,
including people from other denominations and reporters from
radio and television stations.
“This is a historic moment,”
said witness of honor Saul
Gomez, elder evangelical Honduran leader and founder of the
Honduran Bible Society, as he
gave a meditation on Rom. 12:18
(“If possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all”).
The two groups share Anabaptist roots in the youth ministry of
Ed and Gloria King in the 1970s

and ’80s. Amor Viviente
is a member of Mennonite World Conference and its Global Mission Fellowship. It is a
founding member of the
International Missions
Association, a global
group of Anabaptist
mission leaders that
meets annually.
CCI is an international network of more than
400 congregations that
emerged under the
leadership of Rene Penalba in 1998 after he
discontinued leadership
of the Amor Viviente mother congregation in Tegucigalpa.
Differences in leadership understanding, practice and gifting
had led to suspicions of financial
mismanagement and attempts to
control each other’s power and
influence. Details are unknown,
but assumptions led to uncharitable motives and actions, and
the walls grew high and strong.
“Penalba and I had never seen
each other in the past 20 years

People prepare to
receive communion at the reconciliation event of the
Amor Viviente
(Living Love) and
Centro Christiana
Internacional denominations Nov.
14 in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.
Richard Showalter for MWR

since our public, mutual recriminations began,” said Carlos
Marin Montoya, president of
Amor Viviente. “Prior to that we
were very close personal friends
as well as colleagues in ministry
at Amor Viviente.”
In Montoya’s experience, the
reconciliation began after he and
his wife, Suyapa, were reconciled
with a family in their community
who had become estranged from
the church. They saw good fruit

as the family returned and
blessed the church.
Later, Suyapa Montoya asked
him, “What about your relationship with CCI?”
“I was convicted by the Holy
Spirit,” said Montoya at the
meeting.
In October, nine leaders of
Amor Viviente and CCI were
ready to meet for the first time.
“Neither of us knew what to
expect from the other,” Montoya

said. “But when Penalba walked
into the room, his eyes locked on
mine, and he said, ‘I need a great
forgiveness from you.’ I wanted
the same from him. Together we
were in tears, giving and receiving forgiveness.”
The Nov. 14 meeting was marked
by confessions of sin by both
Montoya and Penalba on behalf
of themselves and their groups.
“We have grieved the Holy
Spirit by our actions and wounded the body of Christ,” reads the
accord which they signed. “We
commit ourselves to walk together in ministry, education, and
other activities as the Spirit leads.”
The assembly shared in communion. In worship, the unusual
congregation sang two songs
written by Penalba and two by
Montoya, composed many years
ago as young men in the early
days of Amor Viviente.
“Something broke in the heavenlies,” said Steve Shank, representative of Eastern Mennonite
Missions and longtime friend of
both groups. “It’s a new day in
Honduras.”

